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Living & working in... PORTUGAL 
 

 

Facts & figures 

Area 92,412 km2 

Territorial Organization 5 regions in the Mainland,  

2 autonomous regions (Azores & Madeira) 

Capital Lisboa (Lisbon) 

Population 10.344.802 (Censos 2021) 

Active Population 5.151.1. (Pordata 2022) 

Population Density 110,25 inhabitants/km2  

Currency Euro 

Official Language Portuguese 

Political Regime Parliamentary Republic 

Per Capita GDP (PPS)  74% UE27 (2021) 

 

 

Working Conditions 

 

Wage 

Due for 14 times per year (monthly salary, holidays & Christmas) 

Minimum: 705€ per month 

 

Social Security & taxes 

• Social security (general system) 

• worker: 11% 

• employer: 23,75% 

• freelancer: min. 21,4%  

• IRS (personal income tax): variable annual rate   14,5% - 48% 
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Working time & holidays 

• 40 hours per week   |   22 holidays (annual leave) 

 

Living - Accommodation 

• Rents vary a lot according to location, nr. rooms and quality / type and age of the building 

• A rental contract is always written, 2-year duration by default (if no different duration is made explicit 

in the contract) 

• In general, when starting the work contract, there is a guarantee deposit equivalent to 1-2 months of 

rental 

 

 

 

Living Costs - Housing 
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Living Costs – Food                                                     Personal Care 

 

 

Living Costs – Entertainment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living/country/portugal 

http://www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living/country/portugal
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Learning Portuguese 

 

 

Instituto Camões: 

www.instituto-camoes.pt  

  

Alto Comissariado para as Migrações: 

http://pptonline.acm.gov.pt 

http://www.portuguesmaisperto.pt  

  

Centro de Avaliação e Certificação de Português Língua 

Estrangeira (Caple):  

http://caple.letras.ulisboa.pt/ 

 

 

European Portuguese  

• www.practiceportuguese.com   

• www.portugueselab.com  

• www.portugalist.com   

Apps  

• 30 Apps to learn Portuguese (Brazilian & 

European) alllanguageresources.com  

 

 

 

Before coming - Checklist 

 

• Valid Passport and Visa 

• Making sure in advance there is accommodation in the area 

• Certificates proving experience, education/training, references 

• Search for job vacancies / Contact employers in Portugal 

• Copy of a work contract / working conditions in written 

• Knowing the wage payment method and frequency 

• Enough money to remain in Portugal until 1st wage payment (or to go back…) 

 

 

http://www.instituto-camoes.pt/
http://pptonline.acm.gov.pt/
http://www.portuguesmaisperto.pt/
http://caple.letras.ulisboa.pt/
http://www.practiceportuguese.com/
http://www.portugueselab.com/
https://www.portugalist.com/free-portuguese-learning-resources/
https://www.alllanguageresources.com/portuguese-apps/
https://www.alllanguageresources.com/portuguese-apps/
https://www.alllanguageresources.com/portuguese-apps/
https://www.alllanguageresources.com/portuguese-apps/

